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Thus, in a generation which believed only in the physics
of force, he rediscovered its inner significance. Alone in
his era, he began to understand the paradoxical drama
of the Revolution, with its sterile victories and wars that
would never end because they had transgressed the limits
beyond which force ceases to be effectual and destroys it-
self. And in that realization he revolted once more. To his
own epoch, dominated by the spirit of adventure and the
fears it engenders, he began, as early as 1798, to oppose
the constructive mind which had awakened in him and
which was a combination of courage and perspicacity. This
was to gain strength in proportion as his resistance grew
to the illusory fears of the age and of the government he
served. Why, several days before the Battle of Austerlitz,
did he propose his peace plan to the Emperor? Understand-
ing that the future of the world hung in the balance, he
became the courageous spokesman for the constructive
mind at a time when he was engaged in a hazardous adven-
ture. Though it is doubtful whether the Republic of
Venice could have been revived in 1805 with a modern
constitution, Talleyrand was right in stating that there
would be neither peace nor a balance of power in Europe
until Italy had recovered, in one form or another, the
independence which it possessed in the eighteenth cen-
tury; and that, by weakening Austria in order to help
herself to Italy, France was splitting up the whole Euro-
pean system and was signing its own death warrant into
the bargain. The whole history of Europe from the Treaty
of Pressburg to the second world war has been a bloody
confirmation of that prophetic letter. Fearing that Austria
would revolt against the Pressburg treaty, Napoleon was to
destroy the Holy Roman Empire, attempt to reduce south-
ern Germany to the status of a French protectorate, invade
and dpnember Prussia. From then on it was to become
a duel to the death between France anol the German states,
the cause of perpetual anguish on the part of the Western
world, waiting for the ultimate outcome, never certain,